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Dramaturgy: Can we find out how common the name Antipholus was 
during this time period please? 
 
The name ‘Antipholus’, like ‘Imogen,’ ‘Miranda,’ ‘Celia,’ and ‘Jessica,’ were all invented 
by Shakespeare, so it can be assumed that it was not at all common. The name also 
seems to defy meaning; that is to say the name breaks down into Greek-sounding parts 
with no actual definition. 
 

 
 
 

 
From the Hudson Shakespeare Company: 

 
 
*For more info about “Dromio” (Dromo), see: 
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Watson, John Calvin. “Scene-Headings and Miniatures in Terence.” Harvard Studies in 
Classical Philology, vol. 14. Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1903. eBook. Google Books. Web. 
4 May 2015. 
 
Addendum: It is unclear how common the name is within Comedy of Errors; 
however, like so many of Shakespeare’s other comedies, I suspect that there is a healthy 
dose of retcon (retroactive continuity) amnesia involved allowing for the “big reveal” of 
the presence of mistaken identity (a form of deus ex machina). 
 
Also, can we please get some alternative references for Antipholus on page 
139 in scene 51? 
 
Resolved per Joseph Gilg email: 
 
 

 


